Dec. 13, 1945
Seattle, 'ash,

To the Political Commlittee

Deer Comrades,

The Policy of the P.C. in the anti-war movement
had 1ts final result at the Thanksgiving Conference

in Wash ington. Here the party and youth carried oﬂ\\\ F
an unprincipled, disrudtive and )ollticplly reform- /
ist strugsle against the entire leftwing of the anti- g//
wer movement, They disrudted the conference around ~

tertiary organizational demends and ended in isola-
tion ond national disgrece. They establlshed an in-
delible and deserved record for politicsl conserve-
tiam end dead-end factionalism. They also emerged as
the only tendency present able to 1cnore and gnub the
civil rights movement,

|

This episode constitutes a politlcal ceatastronhe v
for the SWP of a megnitude never before exerienced N
by American Trotskylem. If im-ediate stens ere not
taken to counteract the effect of this Derformance,
the reaction to it wil' render the »nerty and youth
a8 contemptivle among honest militants as was the CP
during its worst deys. Thls can be “revented ohly
by an abrupt change of 9olicy and 2 »utlic renudla-
tion of the course followed by the »nerty and youth
in the anti-wer movement during the past three months,
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The party 2nd youth entered the conference armed
with two "principles":

1. To imprison the anti-war movement in the
U.S. 1n the single issue of neace in Vietnamn,

2. To manufacture a centrsalized national member-
ship organization of the indenendent committees on 2
Peace Only program, to supercede the »nresent unlted
front arrangement,

I contend that such "nrincinles® are alien to
revolutlonary nrogran and tactically impossible to im-
Dlement given the actual composition and mood of the
living anti-wsr movement, ,
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1. The Programmitic Problem

1. GCan the Peace i‘ovement Ston the War?

The policy of the P,C. 1s based upon an unnroved
and unfounded assumption that the war cen be stonped
by mass Deace pressure on the government., This is
an 1llusion unworthy of revolutionists.

The Militant has been saturated with this line
for many weeks., Comrade Halstead's articles con-
stantly refer to the "millions of lives" which are
at stake in the decision of the pecce movement on
the "single" versus the "multi-issue" question.

The Nov,. 29 Militant editorial of "The anti-
war Conference" gives the line fairly clearly.
"The wer in Vietnam cannot be ended solely by
the activities of local colmmittees, A Powerful
national movement will have to be built,."

This concept is even more empheticelly stated
in a fantasy ceslled "A Draft Perspective for the
Anti-'ar lovement.," After advocating the single-
lssue~-national-membership-organization policy,
the Draft concludes: M™fe are convinced that an
organization can be built in this country on the
basis of the progrem outlined above, that can be
the decisive factor in bringing an end to the
genocidal war in Vietnam,'

Comrade Britton, in a youth communication,
describes this Draft as one "psssed by the Washing-
ton Helghts CEWV, an unper ianhattan community-
based comnittee in collaboration with individuals,
mainly our comrades, in the other New York commnit-
tees llisted., It has been circulated in the New
York anti-war movement to serve »rimarily an edu-
cation function in preparation for the Washington
convention. ..., Hopefully, the representatives
at the November 18 meeting will apvorove this
statement or a modified version of it.. . ."

The P,C,, having utterly failed to make a
general analysis of the politico-economic conjunc-
ture for the SWP convention, hoas the totally falge
impression that the capitalist cless hes no funda-
mental stake in thie war, and would »ull out of it
in response to a little more Prossure.
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. “hile it is true that some of the lackey-colum-
nists close to the administration are assigned to
give that impression, it is only a ruse. The ruling
class is desperately attempting to create large new
investment opportunities and views South Vietnam as a
key to the exploitation of East Asia and India, Fur-
thermore, 1t regards Vietnam as essential to its »re-
parations for an eventual war with China, .

This war is fundamental to the economic and noli-
tical interest of U.S., canitalism, MO powerful nation-
2l "W ithdraw the Troops" movement ALONE can stop
this war,

2., Bow Can The War 3e Ended?

The Militent sszys "Bring the GIs Home." Zut
this only reises snother question -- How? The »narty
and youth line is that an enlarged meace movement can
do it by nationelly directed "ressure ond agitetion.,

In reslity, » more %tangible 2nd aulcker nossibi-
lity for the withdrawal of U.S. armed forces from Viet-
nam could be accomnlished if the ifatlional Liberation
Front can drive them into the China Seal This 1s the
ective revolutlionary solution to the question.,  But
there is no hint of recoznition in our literature
that this is the most favorable alternative,

The party ant ypo-th leave it to others who are
bolder to e martisans of the NLF, others who may
lack something in program, theory or exnerience, but
meke ud for it in the revolutionary spirit of soli-
darity so dismally absent from the Dages of The !filitant.

It is doubtful that this war can be ended on dom-
estic initiative by anything else than the »roleterien
revolution. However, short of such a basic exnlosion,
the only force oin U.,S. soll capable of »ressuring the
canitalist government out of Vietnam 1is the nroletarist,
in the course of its prosecution of the class struggle.
To »romise and advocate anything else 1s to sovw an
cp»nortunlist 1llusion. . —_—

The Negro movement renresents that section of the
droletarlat which is “dresentl:y in motion and hag the
initiative. The virile youth rovement linking up
with the Negro movement would together commrise a
formidanle force, agitating sectlions of the »roletar-
1at into action,
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Out of this process will emerge a naw fused and
résrouned revolutionary »erty comdosed of radlcals
from the socialist, anti-war, »nd civil rights van-
guerd organizations, The appenrance and maturing of
this development -- the »rocess of a fused venguard
stimulaeting the workling class into struggle at the
voint of production -- are the only political realities
that Johnson & Co. can respect.

No matter how radical the slogans and broad the
composition of the peace moverent, it will be »oliti-
celly ineffective until 1t links with the Negro radi-
cals end the working class. To a Trotskyist, under
canvitalism, "There Is Yo Peacel"

3. Towards Coalition Politics

If a "properly organized" peace movement CAN stop
2 war, then we have been erroneously fighting Stalin-
ism and 9naclfism on this issue for 30 years. And if
ve were correct then, and are still correct now with
the new "tactical' line becruse times have changed,
then the P.C. .i1s indeed zuilty of the o0ld revisionist
hablt of reversing a »rincivle becauseof sunvosed
tactical necessity.

This "tactlcal" excitement is a new shocker in
SWP practices. Has the party forgotten that the ten-
acity with wvhich »revious deace movements clung to
reformism was rooted in vart in the liberal-Stalinist
compulsion to isolate war and neace from the other
great soclal problems? A nd don't they similarly iso-
lete civil rights from the questions of war and »peace,
poverty, imperialism?

The upshot of this traditional limitetion of the
antl-wvar . movement to peace only and the civil rights
novement to civil rights only has been the incarcera-
tion of both movements inside the Democratic narty,
for only the interrelation of 211 the great social
nroblems makes it vossitle to “ildentify cepnitalism as
the cause of any of them and lay the groundwork for
independent anti-capiltalist +»Holitlcal action, .

ow that for the Tirst time in the modern era,
militant anti-wer youth and militant southern "egroes
are seeking to brosden the concent and scone of both
the anti-war =nd civil rights movements by integrating
thelr aims and directing an apveal to the proletariat,
the narty and youth claim that such youth are sectarian
eplitters of the united »eace frontl
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The capnlitallist class is profoundly fearful of the
Possibility of the Negro movement identifying itself
with the colonlal revolution and linking up with the
anti~war movement around the issue of Vietnam, Every
time 2 Negro lesder opens his mouth on Vietnam or
colonialism, the entire capitalist press rakes him
over the coals with a2 line culte similar to that of
the party and youth: "It!s 2ll right for Negroes
to bulld thelr own movement on thelr own grievances,
but you only injure the cause of civil rights by
taking positions on other socizl problems, because
that will allienate your supporters.™”

What they mean is that a break from the Democra-
tic or Republican partles would be the next loglcal
step and this must be prevented at all costs..

Lorry Laughlin, one of the prominent co-chair-
men of the militant Berkeley VDC, said in his speech
to the Seattle committee three weeks ago: "We are
disillusioned with protest. ' We are going to enter
politics, We 2re going to run radicel candidates
on the twin lssues of War and Civil Rights. ‘e plan
e frontal attack on the Democratic Party which ls
calculated to breask 1t up. We conslder 1t our duty
to ghake-up the labor movement to & realization
of labor!s responsibilitlies,?

It is cquite true that this is not the whole
story, that there is a lot of confusion sbout vhat
a "frontal attack on the Democratic Party! means,.
and that for many it includes running candidates in
the Democratic primaries.. And, to be sure, danger
of coalition politiés exists.. However, the proposed
treatment »rescribed by the perty eand youth does
nothing to counteract coalition politics..

The party and youth claim that if we Mermit
lssues other than peace to enter into the DPresent
movement the Stalinists will utilize the circum—
stances to take the movement into the Democratic
Party, This argument not only stands the thing on
its head, but fails to grapdple with the reality..

In the first place, the anti-war movement is
going into politics whether we like it or not, and
its only chance to avoid the trap of Peonles Tront-
ism is not to avoid politics, but precisely to re-—
late the war question to the other social problems
and create an over-snll antl-canitallsts political
Philosonhy.
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.The newly radicrlized elements, many of them
politically naive, 2re still people moving rapidly
leftward who despnerately recuire the intervention
of revolutionary soclalists on the big political
questions to aid their development,

In so for as the youth movement 1s successful
in confining the movement to peace only, it will in-
sure o strong development of Peonles rrontism, be-
cruse o movement which is orientated exclusively to
the »eace issue will Jmpevitably ind up suppPorting
"peace® Democrats.

IT Tactics and Organization Forms

1, A Radical Peace Movement and
a Conservative Youth Movement

The "single" vs "multi-issue" position of the
Darty and youth is not only wrong »olitically, but
tactically blind, revealing » complete lack of knowl-
edge of the actual »oliticel condition of the move-
ment, which is far more sonhisticated and advanced
than the party and youth comprehend,

The narty and youth heve now been active in this «y
novement for 2~ few months, and in some cases a few fP
weeks., Yet they »resume to dictate to the movement
2. scheme for stopping the war vhich has no plausible
chance for success and Which the anti-war militante-— _

~

had-two-years ago, but have now discarded, realizing
that they mustintegrete the anti-war movement with
the colonial revolution, the Negro struggle, economilc
broblems of the working class -- in short, meke a

s ot g

class-struggle internationalist movement of it. The
pParty and youth demand that they return to their »oli- /

tical infancy of two years ago and walt for the magses
to catch up.

Wi /
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Those who have led the anti-war movement during éﬁ

the pnast two years in protest marches snd demonstra-

tions are nov coming to the realization thet the White

House and Pentagon are impervious to ~ny amount of

Protest or mublic o»inion, intend to stay in Vietnam

until every square foot of soll has been gkurned by

bombs, every leaf of follage 1l2id to waste eond every

men, woman and child murdered, if necessary. The

ruling class is clearly n»repared to go to any lengths : /7:n»7

of domestic policing =nd terror to »nrevent obstruction /g?ﬂ

of the war, The i-wer -mititonts—nov-uaderstand that 7 505

gonething more“basic than even powerful single-issue
orotest routine Dratest rueh-LrTIIETAYEER T

st
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The ashington Conference represented:objectively
an attempt by newly radicalized youth to begin reaching
general antl-capitalist conclusions derived from the
past two years of »orotest. Even the neweat CEWVs are
rine for revolutionary conclusions. The rapid left-
ward development of large sections of this movemént

6learly opened up the perspective for the creation
of a mass revolutionary youth movement 1in this country.

The main and only responsibllity of the revolution-
ary socialigts at this conference was to attempt to kp40
broaden and deepen and generalize the antl-capitalist - /L
sentiments -~ to Yailse the politicel level of the move-~ /
ment.

Thls task was undertaken by the left wing of SDS, \
PL , the May 2nd Movement and other non-Trotskylst

currents, b X ally by the Spartacist and Bulle-
tin forces. The ~youth movem ggisted angd a1~

rudted the attempts to draw general radical, soclal-
istic conclusions, and became in fact the pisght wing
of the conference, in objective »rogrammatic alllence
with the established meace addicts on the "Peace ‘
Only" issue, and no gmgunt of comnensatory righteous-—
ness over the "withdrawal® vepgus “negotiate’ igspe:
ean obscure -this fact, ) o :

-

The party and vouth ere thoroughly isolated in
their irrational resistance to the universal desire
among militant sdctors of the anti-—war movement to
reach out to the civil rights movement. A high voint
of the convention was the »nowerful and militant nlea
of the delezation from the Mlsslissi»o»nl Freedom Demo-
cratic Party for o recognition of the unity of »urvose
batween the Anti-war movement and the Civil Rights
movement, Ignoring this »lea- the SWP rejected '
this alllance for gsupposed "tactical" considerations,
but it is clear that the chief reason is the rarty
nosition on Black Nationalism, i.e., Negroes should .
kee» thelr movement sevarate from whites, and Negro
goals are not yet the business of the veace movement,

2. The Unity Splitters

The party and youth under the hyrno-criticsl slogan
of M"unity" of the »eace movement, raised the dem~nd. Q
for a single memberghin organization as the central o p A
vehicle for the struszsle ageinst the war in Vietnem, ST
This demand »roved to be the vehicle to amaze, avnpall,
dernoralize =nd dlsrudt the Conference,
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Irrespective of the merits of the »roposal, the
experlence of the previous week-end at the Bay Area
Conference demonstrated conclusively that this demend
was a divisive rather then a unifying issue, and that
the main militant tendencies in the Anti-""ar movement
would not go along with it under any clrcumstances.

To continue to press this issue at the Washington Con-
ference indicated a »reconceived pPlan on the »art

of the »arty and youth to divide and snlinter the move~
ment while shouting "unity."

This organizational demand cannot find accent-
ance, It is 2an organizationel gimmick which would tend
to freeze part of the movement at the »resent stage
and force other sections back to a brevious stage of
develoPment. The tactical stupnidity of this »rovosal
for 2 centralized netionel organlzation stems from
its unreality; it is totally out of tune with the
mood of the newly radicelized youth who have a healthy
mistrust of centralized orgeanizations and of becoming
over—concerned with »rovlems of orgenizational struc-
ture, exce»t to maintain some local autonomy —- until
they have found out for sure where ther are golng

- politically.

To make matters worse, the Proposal 1itself 1is
entirely without objective Dolitical merit beceuse it
is meneuveristic and violestes the »Hrinciple of the
United Front, the cornerstone of our mass work.

3. _The United Front

As agelinst Stalinist sattemmts to subject indep-
endent orgenizations to ¢ single minimum iscue or
Orogram, or a2ll embracing orgenizetlon, Trotsky’
enunciated over and over ~galn the orinciple of the
United Front of different organizations, which were
free to maintain their autonomy and ‘independence
To subordinate indevendent organizations to a single
minimum program and nermenent organization 1s Peovnles
Frontism,.

A stated nmotivation of the »olicy of 2 new peece—
only national membershiv organization is the aim of
cutting off the development of SD3 in a soclelist
direction,

The reality of anti-war »olitics is that it hes
pushed the leftwing of the SDS into the forefront of
socialist Dolitics. The leftwing of SNS "today rep-—
resenty the nost important, lergzest and most mili-
Teant radicsl vouth movezsuo in the U.S. rapidly
nmoving toward an- oven socialist »rogram,
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The youth movement, an essentially con-
gservative organization, instead of welcoming this
development and encouraging it, views it competi-
tively with alarm and hostility. They fear it and
are jealous of it. Feecling that they do not have
the 1deological or nolitical equipment to compete
with it, they want to maneuver it out of existence.
The youth movement says, in effect, to the SDS,
"Socialism is not your business -~ you are only
rightwing pescenicks. Dissolve yourselves in a |
single issue peace movement. You can be useful
there. But leave sociallism to our movement, e
wvhich is ordained to be the only Young Socialist
organization in the country."

1
The epproech of the youth.and party leaders to woﬁ)

the SDS and other leftward developing currents hes .&wa/4
a childish-sectarian nature not seen in the radical e s
movement for decgdes, but returning now with a - P
vengeance, '

At the Vashington Conference, the National
Coordinating Comnittee issued proposals which con-
tained the essense of the »rinciple of the United
Front., As opposed to this, the party and youth
exploded a frantic L-day factional assault around
the Stalinistic demand for o National liembershin
Orgenization, on the s»urious grounds that they
represented the "masses" or the "independents."

e e R N

The NCC, understandably indlgnant but
anxious to prevent a split, revised its proposals
closely in @ccordance with the specific demands of
the youth movement, retaining only the basic Lnity
Front structure rather than the totally unaccept-

able National }Membership organization for indepen-
dents.

s peomg o

However, the »arty and youth forces were
arrogantly deaf to the-concessions of the '0C ~nd
blindly pressed on towards virturl s»lit. A nevw
pPollicy of attack, rcid ~nd the hell-rith-everyone
else has renlaced Trotsky's United Front for action.

L, Defeat

The varty and youth went into the confer- J
ence with very little real tnowledge of the composi- *
tion, political character or mood of the anti-war

movement, They were steeped in fanciful Pre-con- <g;;f—«-
ceptions and errors, but they had the opnortunity
to learn something about the real movement. They

rejected the chance. Thav 3Ant: aver attend the
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Conference proper,.excePt when and where their
Petty organizational proposal could be pushed. The
great moments, the political discussions snd mood,
the discussions in the various workshops, the evi-
dence of leftward trends, a2ll this they missed, es
they raced around organizing essentially a counter-
conferernce which in the end turned out to encomnass
only themselves and a few bewildered followers,

All that the party »nd youth Participants ‘can re-
report about- the Washington Conference is what was done
and -said in thelr various sectarlan caucuses.

When one after another of thelr »Orevious
allies publicly dissociated themselves from the youth
movement and denounced it, the party and youth forces
were soundly defeated, Refusing to sbide by majority
decision they convoked a »re-plsnned dismal rump con-
vention which set a goal of creating the new organi-
zation they had been uneble to sell at the conference.
Like the S4&alinists of by-gone days, our troops in-
~curred the wrath of an originally frilendly mass move-
ment and mansged only to capnture themselves. The
disgrace 1s now part of the SWP's public record.

IIT Significance

1. Intervention ~nd the "Holding Oneration”

The young activists pledged at the last SWP
convention that they would cease their sectarlan, do-
nothing, abstentionist policy. The various minori-
ties urged them to intervene in the living movement--
to intervene ideologically and politically.

The present disruoptive orgsanizational "inter-
vention® is the dlametric opposite of the political
intervention needed, and merely constiltutes another
form of the "holding operation" wherein all non-
trade-~unionistic areas of struggle are regarded
a8 historically unimportant ~nd thereby fair geme
for contemptuous raids and any old policy.

2. The Political Direction of the Present Current

movement towards reformlism by the youth leadershin
The youth movement is an essentially petty-bourgeols

What 1s revealed in this eplsode is a ranid K17ééuaé? |
ﬂ”:f‘

formation without serious connection with the work-
ing class either theoretidally through Marxism or
directly through contact or orgahization. It has
now broken out of its »recarions condition of total

1solation and insule*icn from the maes movements of

o




middle class anti-war movement. Its conservatiam on
the draft question, 1ts reluctance to become the £
chempions of the NLF, its refusal to face nrogram- F

its time, and come into contact with the eassentially ?4
{

matic questions all demonstrate an affinity with the
more conservative layers of the peace movement.

Sensitivity to the conservative elements of
a middle class movement has apparently impelled the
youth movement 1tself in a rightward direction with
great speed, at the very time that the major: sectors
of the movement are moving ranidly leftward.

Inasmuch as the youth natlionally represents
the »rinciple base of the movement, the velocity of
this wetty-bourgeois~essentially rerormiat-current
tends to swee» the party along wlith it,

3. ¥hat 1s the Source of Pollcy?

The policies which led to the Thanksgivlng
disaster were the subject neither of SWP conven-
tion debates nor documents, and discussion cannot
be summarily refused because the issues were "dew
clded by the convention." Furthermore, the peace
movement Policy has not been recorded in any com—
prehensive form in any P,C, minutes. The source
of policy in. this matter is not precisely clear.

: On the contrary, during Comrade Dobbs!
tour stop in Seattle, we revorted our local activi-
ty end line in the anti-war movement (which heva,
incidentslly, met with considerable success),
both public and closed branch discussions. We
stated that our emdhasie has been the broad poli-
ticalization of the movement toward revolutionary
soclalism, connecting it with the civil rights
movement, the colonial revolution, and seeking a
relationship with the nroletariat.

Comrade Dobbs indicated no point of disagree-
ment with this policy whatsoever, and 1t anpeared
that our local approach corresponded to the
majority decision of the Convention: to political-
i1ze and radicelize the anti-war movement. Vet two
days after Comrade Dobbs! wvigit, the youth organi-
zer received a letter from the vouth national of-
fice that included a criticism of local work for
being against the "national policy" of peece only.
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What evidently heppened in the varty was that
some branches were actually mobilized as factions in
the local peace organizationa.before the rest of the
party -- or Seattle alone! -- was informed of the line. .

Who is responsible for our gingle~issue~national
membership~organization progrem? The N,C., as a whole
has a right to know,

W96 I A 39
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The present crisis of voliey is sufficiently
acute to warrant an immediate special plenum of the
N.C. to begin to extricate the party, and 1f possible
the youth movement from a dangerous drift in both
organlzations.

I request an immediate poll of the N.C. on the
holding of a special January plenum,

If the P.C. has any inclination to begin un-
doing the momentous harm that has been done both to
the party and youth 2nd to the anti-war movement, I
believe 1t should adopt the followlng emergency DPro-
bositions:

1. To require the national leaders of the youth to
disband their National Caucus of Indevendent Vietnam
Committees to set up a New National Organization.

2. To issue directives to all SWP branches to do
everything in their power to »revent the youth from
carrying out its threat to begin to nromote its
National Organization in the local Vietnam Committees,
a threat, which if carrlied out, will plunge these
committees into turmoll on subordinate organizational
questions and result only in the deever isolation
and disgrace of the youth, the weakening of the
Committees, and an open door for the DuBois clubs to
leadership of the anti-war movement,

3. To instruct all branches contemplating or exe-
cuting disciplinary measures against comrades as a re-
sult of this situation, to held such actions in abey-
ance untid the whole situation has been reviewed by
the par ty .

I am sending under sevarate cover, the minutes of
an all night meeting of the delegates from the South
to the Washington Conference which are essential read-
ing material for a2ll N,C, members. The occasion
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for the meeting was as follows: the delegatea from
WO WLl wkitER DR L eTa e Yhe wullClco chaos

creat8d largely by the varty and youth organizational
program. Many wanted to leave for home, An all night
meeting was held at which Staughton Lynd was assigned
by the NCC to attempt to get them to stay on,

Although some N,C., members may have had -
access to this document, I thinl- it should be sent
out to all members.

Comredely,

R. Kirk
Seattle



